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A new bachelor's degree in Asian Studies within the Liberal Arts Program will be 
offered at the University of Montana in Missoula through the UM College of Arts and Sciences 
beginning fall quarter, according to Dr. Frank B. Bessac, a professor of anthropology at 
UM, who is adviser in the new program. 
Chinese-related courses will be expanded to five beginning this fall under the 
newly-established option. 
Title of a new third-year-level Chinese language course at UM is Confucian Classics, 
offered as Liberal Arts (LA) 320. Course instructor, Dr. John B. Wang (pronounced Wong), 
an associate professor of foreign languages at UM, said he expects a 42 percent increase 
in enrollment in Chinese language courses, with 100 students anticipated during the 
1974-75 academic year compared with 70 who enrolled in two Chinese courses last year. 
Wang, who is entering his eighth year as a UM faculty member, also will continue to 
teach LA 101, Beginning Chinese, and LA 201, Intermediate Chinese, this year. Wang, who 
speaks seven languages, formerly taught both Chinese and Spanish at UM, but Spanish will 
be taught by other faculty members this fall because of the expanding Chinese enrollment. 
Other courses offered in the fall at UM as part of the Asian Studies Option will 
include Anthropology 285, Introduction to Far-Eastern Culture, taught by Bessac, and 
History 380, History of Far East China--1800-1911, taught by a new UM faculty member, 
Dr. David Anderson, an assistant professor of history. 
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Wang said enrollment in Chinese language courses expanded from seven students in 
1971-72, the first year the courses were offered at UM, to 50 students in 1972-73 and to 
70 during the 1973-74 academic year. 
Bessac, who joined the UM faculty in 1965, said enrollment in the anthropology course 
has increased from about 30 students eight years ago to about 45 students four years ago. 
Approximately 65 are expected for fall quarter, he said. 
Wang is a native of the Shantung Province near Peking on Mainland China. Bessac 
obtained extensive knowledge about the Chinese culture in China during World War II and 
the post-war era. 
Besides the Asian Studies Option, other upper-division options available under the 
Studies 
UM Liberal Arts Curriculum include the General Option and the Latin-American/Option. 
Marguerite Ephron, professor of foreign languages at UM, is adviser for the Liberal 
Arts Curriculum. 
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